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Gustav, Hannah, lke and . . .

Over Labor Day weekend all of otgollective”
eyes were on the Gulf of Mexico watching the onoegrful
hurricane Gustav plod toward a landing somewherigen
Gulf Coast. Would it come in and destroy New Qmnkelike
Katrina? Would it come in and destroy Cameron thied
Golden Triangle like Rita? What would it do? Ndegk-
ing back we know that the hurricane lost much piinch
(those living in Cajun country might argue thismdiand
rained itself out over Northern Louisiana, Norttébexas
and Southern Arkansas. For a number of days, henveall

eyes were ofthe storm”. Hannah has now developed with

Ivan behind and another storm or tiio the pipeline.”

May | make a confession? Hurricanes have alwayj

fascinated me. It probably has something to db gibwing
up in Galveston County and seeing a hurricane oraffect
my hometown. (Does anyone remember Carla?) When
anne and | lived in Santa Fe, Texas, we spent@ ark
night, in a soggy parsonage, as Hurricane Aliciangled our
church, our community and our home.

Hurricanes interest me because they are so pow

ful and uncontrollable. The power of a really waijanized
hurricane is awesome to behold. Is there a patadied with
“the Body of Christ”,the church? Think about it — a hurri-
cane that makes a big difference is organized arauren-

tral core — the eye. The better organized a hureédeecomes
the more potent it is.

Is there a lesson here for the church? How might
affect the world if we worked hard to organize gtieing we
do around a central, guiding, principle? You're vednead of
me, aren’t you? Our central core is Jesus Clast,our
guiding principle is to do everything we do in orde make
disciples for Christ for the transformation of therld. The
tighter we wind ourselves around our core the marecan
change the world. Of course, this is where thdogya
erodes. Our purpose is always to build up and meas
down.

Many in the North District have sheltered folks as

they've fled Gustav’s destruction — thank you. Kemn
down, organize, and be prepared to share God’s gead
with others who might come our way.

Grace and Peace, Bill

Training Every Four Years.
“Sexual Ethics Training”

Tuesday, September 30 at First UMC Longview(753-
4463)

Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. in the Faith Centerthn
training will conclude at 3:00 p.m. $15.00 payadi¢he
door to cover the cost of lunch and materials. Mydar
checks payable tbEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCRegister
on the conference website www.txcumc.org
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Training for Congregational Leaders of the|
Local Church:
All Church Committee and Council Members
On
September 6 9 am—3PM Longview First UMC
400 N. Fredonia St., Longview 753-4463
and then again on
September 26 9 am—3 PM Tennison Memorig|,
313 N Church St., Mt. Pleasant 572-5341

Same program two separate opportunities to attend

Whether you are currently serving on a church
committee or board, have agreed to in the nex
year or aspire to in the future this seminar will

give you the spiritual foundation needed to fully
understand your role. TH&uidelines for Lead-

ing Your Congregationtieveloped by the Gen-

eral Board of Discipleship for the United Methqd-
ist church are the basis for this seminar. The
Guidelines help you discover the vision and mis-
sion of your congregation, organize your work;
inspire and nurture your team and network with
other ministries. Congregational leaders from gl
over the district will come together for this event
'Embrace this opportunity to network with peers.
$15 fee includes lunch. Don’'t miss o@tease cont
tact Joe Stark at 903.244-56&Bwnags@aol.com

—

Jimes: 5Pmto 7 PM

2008
Sept 21 St. Andrew Mt. Pleasant
2019 N. Edwards St. (903)58257
Nov 16 St. Luke’s Kilgore
401 E. Main, Kilgore (903)983714
2009
\wan. 18 Williams Memorial, Texarkana
4000 Moores Lane (903)832-8663
Mar 15 Daingerfield First
306 Scurry, Daingerfield (90845-3431
May 17 Wesley McCabe Longview

District Youth Rally Calendar

1115 S. Mobberly
July 19 —22 District Youth Week TBA

All Appointed Clergy are Required to Attend This on TX Hwy 155

PN

Tues, Sept 23
6 pm
Catfish Village
just north of Ore City

~1/2 mile east of US 259
(link to map is below)
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Wiley College

[
THE PLACE WHERE EVERY STUDENT CAN SUCCEED.

Avinger; Daniels Chapel; DeKalb, First; Douglassville;
Gilmer, Hopewell; Harleton; Harmony; Harris Chapel;
Jenkins; Karnack; Kilgore, Crossroads; Lagrone
Chapel; Laird Hill; Laws Chapel; Liberty City, Mace-
donia; Marshall, Mallalieu; Marshall, Red Oak;
McCary’'s Chapel; Longview, Summerfield; Longview,

Ht #EWH & & & & Trinity; Marshall, Concordia; Marshall, St. Mark’s; Mar-
& shall, Zion; Mims Chapel; Nash, Chapelwood; New
London; Omaha; Ore City, First; Pittsburg, Reeves
* + /7 - Chapel; Red Bayou; Red Lick, First; Shiloh; Smyrna;
,&(. /& O Soules Chapel; Texarkana, Eylau; Texarkana, South
¥i 2 3 4 5#%&5"1 %"6% Texarkana; Union Chapel; and Waskom, First

Around the District:
MONDAY MORNING QUADRANT MEETINGS TO RESUME IN SEPTE MBER @10 AM AT THESE LOCATIONS

First Monday Marshall Summit Due to“The Gathering” 9/1 No Meeting
Second Monday Mt. Pleasant, St. Andrew andLabor Daythese will 9/8 St. Andrew
Third Monday  Greggton, Longview be the locations and dates 9/15No Meeting
Fourth Monday Hardy Memorial, Texarkana for September: 9/22 Greggton

9/29 Hardy Memorial
*** Please remember to use the new address for thekKbeeaOffice when sending in your district appartieent payments
and other correspondence: North District Officg)& Moores Lane, Texarkana, TX 75503

Mr. David Luna, music director of Pollard UMC in [&y, will be directing two choral groups at LeToeau University in
Longview. He is in need of an upright piano in gaoaddition for these rehearsals. If you have onewould like to donate,
please call him at 903.812-4002. The piano wouktrte be delivered to the Belcher Center at LeTeaumrlUniversity. David
can provide you with a charitable tax deductioreigic Thank you

JOSH MCDOWELL, Christian author and speaker will at ETBU in Meai§ Texas on October 18 for a Saturday Night Yio
Event. No Costwww.josh.org The Pearl Merchant Band will opening the eveninthwpraise and worship.
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