Supplies for the North District Relief Trailer $e08

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As we all know Hurricane Ike struck the Texas Gulf coast on Saturday, September 13" and caused catas-
trophic destruction to many areas in the Texas Annual Conference. Thus far the response in the North
District to the suffering caused by Hurricane lke has been primarily sheltering evacuees. The churches in
the district have been a major player in receiving and caring for those who fled both Hurricane Gustav and
Ike. Thank you all for a job well done.

The Texas Annual Conference has asked churches to respond in three ways: contributions, volunteer
teams to help with the clean-up, and flood buckets. A team led by Jonathan Bynum from Greggton UMC
left Longview Monday with a small team headed for Santa Fe, Texas in west Galveston County. More
teams will follow.

Here is what every church can do:

(1) Receive offerings (more than one!) to help with immediate needs, such as pastoral support of those
who no longer have churches or congregations due to damage and/or mandatory evacuation, and the
cost of cleaning up and rebuilding. Your checks should be sent to the Conference Treasurer, Dr. Elijah
Stansell with the notation “Hurricane lke Relief — Texas Annual Conference”. Dr. Stansell's mailing ad-
dress is: 5215 Main, Houston, Texas 77002.

(2) Prepare flood buckets — you can bring them to either district office (Williams Memorial in Texarkana
or Longview First), Atlanta FUMC, Jefferson FUMC, or Pittsburg FUMC. Let me know how many flood
buckets you have prepared — each church should do a minimum of 5 and many can do many more. The
link to flood bucket information is: http://www.txcumc.org/news. | have promised the Texas Annual Con-
ference that the North District could supply at least 1000 flood buckets in the next 10 days.

(3) Volunteer to go - Tommy Myrick, pastor of Texarkana-Buchanan UMC, and Jeff Stull, pastor of Dain-
gerfield FUMC, the North District Disaster Coordinators are organizing teams to go to the coast to help
with the clean up. Tommy can be reached at (903) 244 - 5158r you can call the District Office

(903) 758 - 7003 or (903) 794 - 6231 to voluntedbe a part of a work team.

Every church and every pastor should be involved in some way helping to relieve the suffering inflicted
upon our friends and colleagues by this historic storm. Already this Texas tragedy has ceased to be na-
tionally newsworthy because of the current national financial crisis and the upcoming presidential election.
Most of the aid rendered will be Texans helping Texans. | am confident that the North District will shine
through this storm as we turn our focus on helping others. Please e-mail me, Anna or Lonna and let us
know what response you and your church are making!

Peace and Grace, Bill Taylor
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DISTRICT DROP OFF POINTS FOR
FLOOD BUCKETS

Quadrant | Longview First UMC
Rev. Mike Schutz 753-4463

Quadrant 2 Jefferson First UMC
Rev. Allison Byerley 665-3268

Quadrant 3 Tennison Memorial, Mt. Pleasant
Rev. Chuck Huffman 572-5341

Quadrant 4 Williams Memorial, Texarkana

Rev. Frank Coats 832-8663
Flood bucket item lists are available on the Te3ansference
website and the district office. They are badlydezkand you |
may also send money in lieu of buckets to the aenfee of- #$% & ' () # o+
fice to Fund #534. Please print North District fidouckets on &&(* (***)),
the memo line.

Around the District:

MONDAY MORNING PASTOR QUADRANT MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER 2008 10 A.M.
First Monday Marshall Summit Third Monday  St.dxew, Mt. Pleasant
Second Monday Longview Greggton Fourth Monday Hardy Memgrieexarkana

Reeves Chapelill be having a annual fish fry on Saturday Octobz from 4-6 PM. Rev. Tommy Earl Burton 855-1827
Longview Summerfield UMGwill begin a Gospel Singing every 2nd Sunday eftionth at 6 PM. We had a very good att¢n-
dance by folks from several churches at our Septembal with great music, good fellowship and fien all. 7078 Tryon
Rd., 1 mi west of US 259 near the Judson Post @ffi63.0116umpreacherman@sbcglobal.net

Tennison Memorial UMGn Mt. Pleasant has an opening for a part timedeéil’'s ministry director. Contact Rev. Chuck Hff-
man at 409.963-7852 or the church office at 9035321.

Rev. Gary Bagley’smother in law Ms. Horndt is recuperating from suygfer a broken right leg. Her existing congestive
heart problems are affecting her recovery.

Ms. Melody Patterson,Wiley College Church Relations Representativexeeiencing heart problems, pray for renewed
health for Melody and strength for her family.

Thank you for remembering me in your thoughts araygrs, my foot is healing well and hopefully livsie up and walking
in another 3-4 week&omnie Scott /Laity and CLM Candidate

Luke Bynum has been diagnosed with Lyme Disease and is besatgtl with antibiotics. It is undetermined where tick
was contracted but please be aware. Luke is thefségonathan & Lea Bynum of Greggton. UMC.

Ruth Shorey, wife of Kevin Shorey, former youth director atatwhurches in the North District passed away &ftegery
overseas. Ruth and her husband had become migs®imaChina and were due to begin teaching ta#ex her surgery.
Ruth leaves behind her husband, Kevin and six admld

Rev. Maggie Young'shealth problems are resolving slowly. Please poayér family in the loss her niece on Sept. 5.
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